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Energy infrastructure needs 

are enormous.



But, what about support for 

building actual projects?
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidblackmon/2020/01/18/nimbyism-comes-to-texas-in-fight-over-permian-highway-pipeline/?sh=f2d4a8366918
https://theconversation.com/in-defense-of-nimbyism-32470


What is NIMBYism, and is it 

prevalent across energy projects?

• NIMBY is the idea that someone 

supports use of a technology or land 

use in general, but is opposed to its 

specific use when it is near their 

home.

• For example, “I support more 

wind energy, but I don’t want this 

proposed wind farm in my town.”

• Our research questions:

• Are NIMBY attitudes common?

• Are there differences across 

energy infrastructure types?

• If not NIMBY, what explains 

support/opposition for projects?



Our research design

• Measure both general support for energy 

and support for specific projects.

• Six state surveys (California, Florida, New 

York, Ohio, Texas, and Pennsylvania), with 

oversampling around fourteen projects. 

• Sample size: n = 16,200 (about 2,800 per 

state); administered simultaneously

in October 2017.
An example: Nexus natural gas pipeline.



Our research design



• Almost no evidence of NIMBYism.

• Why no NIMBY?

• People in close proximity and further away view project costs and benefits 

similarly.

• What are the important determinants of project support: 

• Perceptions of local environmental quality

• Trust in energy companies

• Concern about climate change

•

Main findings
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